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Combining 19th Century Traditions with 21st Century Technology Since 2008 
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SPECIAL EDITION
Features:
Skirmish Events Limited to Saturday Only!
Blue Gray Officers Re-Elected!
Reduction in Dues to $20.00 Federal!
New Schedule Posted!



READ ALL ABOUT IT!!!!!

HISTORIC AGREEMENT TO SHORTEN WAR!
Our intrepid reporter has divined from reliable sources that a rendezvous occurred on this past January 17th at a small Baptist Meeting House in the remote village of  Herald, CA between officers of the highest rank representing both the Blue and Gray forces currently engaged in that titanic struggle of which were are only too familiar.

The happy result of this encounter was an agreement that future engagements between their forces (commonly referred to as “Skirmishes” by the participants who are ofttimes 
themselves referred to as “Skirmishers”) shall be restricted to Saturdays only.  With few possible exceptions the Lord’s Day shall henceforth be free from such conflict.  Host companies may choose to extend an event into Sunday for additional exercises.  
Individual shooting begins on Saturday at 8am, Carbine Team at 9am and Musket Team at 1pm.  All time are approximate and may vary somewhat depending on the fortunes of war.  

It is believed that this pact was the result of recognition of the need to perpetuate the war by making it shorter.  Such an apparent self contradiction is clarified when the observer recognizes the immense effort and resources poured forth by the participants and their realization that such a quantity of energy could not be sustained indefinitely.  Consequently, the logic of extending the total length of the conflict by shortening the duration of each skirmish constituting the whole of the matter becomes inescapable.
A catalogue of future such encounters, or Skirmishes to use the participants own parlance, is located elsewhere in this journal and details the dates and locations of these expected encounters.
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Rendition of the historic “Herald Accord of 2009” as submitted by our resident sketch artist Seamus McGillicuddy.


“Just before the battle, the General hears a row


He says "The Yanks are coming, I hear their rifles now"


And then he looks in wonder and what d'you think he sees


The Georgia Militia, eating goober peas”

BLUE GRAY OFFICERS RE-ELECTED

Following the recent annual meeting of the Blue Gray Skirmish Association the members, in an unprecedented display of confidence and recognition of their exemplary performance, agreed unanimously to re-elect and retain in office the officers of this august body as follows:
Commander

Cleo Fry
       clfry@juno.com


925-447-8544

Deputy Commander
J.T. Haddon 
       cbmjt@sbcglobal.com 

209-748-5201

Past Commander
Wayne Hamilton    hamilts@aol.com


530-633-0115
Adjutant

Gary Miller
       colcapt@hotmail.com  

530-677-7279
Paymaster

Terry McGill
        tmcgill@insdra.com

925-370-1439

Inspector General       Richard Luthi
        uncle_rich@msn.com
 
916-687-7117
Stats Officer

Gary Miller
        colcapt@hotmail.com

530-677-7279

Provost

Gene Gallagher      gene-44@sbcglobal.net

209-744-9626

Safety Officer

John Mederious     jmaderious@comcast.net
             916-685-0581
Company Commanders


6th Penn Cav
 Lenard Smith   1161 N. Calvados, Covina 91722
626-332-2422

Co. E 1st CVI  
 Dennis Shaw    3740 Manny Oaks Ln. Shingle Spgs 95682  
530-677-3962

Co. I 22d Tenn  
Cleo Fry        
832 Avalon Wy Livermore 94550
925-447-8544

D Tp 2d Texas   
Gene Gallagher 
132 Sunshine Galt 95632                         209-744-9626 

Co, C Palmetto SS  Tom Evans  
220 Lafayette Dr. Roseville 95678         916-797-5585

Co. F 1st Cherokees Terry McGill* 1931 Elderwood Dr Martinez 94553   925-370-1439 *Send dues here!
3d MO               
J.T. Hadden    
12074 Ivie Rd. Herald 95639                  209-748-5201

F Troop 1st CVI 
Mark Meyers  
2651 Liberty Hill Rd Mokelumne Hill 95245 209-293-2332

COST TO WAGE WAR SLASHED BY OVER ONE THIRD!
Our correspondent at the front reports that the agreement to shorten Skirmishes to one day each also will result in a reduction of the cost to pay for these conflicts.  In the past, Skirmishers were required to remit $32.00 annually as “Dues” in order to participate in these events.  However, in a magnanimous gesture approved by the financial honchos charged with the organization of these events, the 2009 campaign will reduce these “Dues” to a mere $20.00 per individual Skirmisher.  Said dues should be remitted promptly to the Paymaster, Terry D. McGill at his headquarters located at 1931 Elderwood Dr. Martinez, CA 94553.  Funds, draughts, cheques, etc. must be in Yankee dollars and made out to “Blue Gray Association”.
Never have we experienced such a reduction and all interested parties are encouraged to remit these funds immediately before said financial honchos return to their senses.  

2009 SKIRMISH SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED
Northern California

DATE




LOCATION


HOST COMPANY

Saturday February 14th
Six Bits/Ft. Tho. Evans

Cherokees

Saturday March 7th

    “         “



22d Tennessee

Saturday April 11th

Sacramento Valley Shooting Center 
2d Texas

Saturday May 9th

Six Bits/Ft. Tho. Evans

Co. E

June 13-14


Six Bits/Ft. Tho. Evans

6th Penn (ARTILLARY!)
Saturday July 11th
10am
FREE MILITARY EVENT* at Sac Valley
Cherokees

August



No Event

Saturday Sept. 12th

Sacramento Valley Shooting Center
2d Texas

Saturday October 10th

Six Bits/St. Tho. Evans

Co. E

Saturday November 14th
Sacramento Valley Shooting Center
F Troop

December


No Event

Saturday January 16th 2010
Banquet/Meeting at Herald Baptist Church

*  Free Military is an informal shooting contest permitting the use of any military firearm.
************************************************************************
       Southern California Schedule

02.08.09 Carbine & S/B Cannon Lenard Angeles Range So. CA
   
03.08.09 Musket & Rifle Cannon Jacob Angeles Range So. CA
   
06.13&14.09 Skirmish/Art (Mortar Friday?) 6th  Penn Ft Evans/Six bits
   
07.12.09 Carbine & S/B Cannon Stephen Angeles Range So. CA
    
08.09.09 Musket & Rifle Cannon Richard Angeles Range So. CA
   
09.13.09 Carbine & S/B Cannon Jacob Angeles Range So. CA
   
10.11.09 Pistol & Mortar Lenard Angeles Range So. CA
   
11.14.09 All Guns Ellen Angeles Range So. CA
   
Dec. No Shoot   
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Col. Geo. W. Baylor 2d Texas Cavalry

Report of Maj. Charles L. Pyron, Second Texas Cavalry on the Engagement at Valverde, New Mexico from Officials Records of the War of Rebellion Chap. XXI
Socorro, N. Mex., February 27, 1862

Major:  On the morning of the 21st instant I left camp, opposite Fort Craig, with 180 men of my command, under Captains [James] Walker and [Isaac] Stafford, Lieutenant Nicholson, of Captain Coopwood’s Spy Company, and Lieutenant [William G.] Jett, of Company B, Second Regiment Mounted Volunteers, to reconnoiter the road leading to the river near Valverde.  Upon reaching the river I could see the water, with none of the enemy intervening.  I immediately dispatched a note to the general commanding, stating the road was clear and the water in sight, and proceeded leisurely to the river to water our horses, they having been over twenty-four hours without water.


When I reached the woods I discovered a body of cavalry, which I supposed to be about four companies, and immediately gave chase, they withdrawing to my left.  I followed until reaching the bank of a slough in the bottom, when I found myself in front of a large force of all arms.

Immediately my men were formed along the bank. When the action commenced, and for over one hour, by the courage and determination of the men, I was enabled to maintain the position in the unequal struggle, when I was 
relieved by the Fourth Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, under the command of Lieut. Col. W.R. Scurry.

For nearly two hours our joint commands held our position against odds of three  to one, checking every attempt to outflank us and checking every effort to drive us back.  The arrival of Teel’s battery of artillery was the first re-enforcement we received, but it was soon followed by Major Lockridge's battalion, of the Fifth Regiment Texas Mounted Volunteers, and about 1 o’clock Colonel Green reached the field and took command.

Late in the afternoon, a general charge was made along our line, by which a battery of artillery, consisting of six guns, was taken and their left driven back.


Following rapidly up our successes, the enemy was driven back at all points, and the field of Valverde was won.


It is proper to state that all the officers and men of my command behaved in the most gallant manner, and where all were equally brave it would be invidious to particularize.  It is sufficient to say that it was a day on which deeds of personal valor were constantly occurring.  


I cannot consent to close this report without bearing my testimony to the gallant bearing and personal valor of Colonels Green, Scurry, and Sutton, and Majors Ragnet and Lockridge, and others equally courageous.

I have the honor to be, sir, yours, most respectfully,



C.L. Pyron



Major Second Texas Mounted Rangers

Maj. A.M. Jackson,


Assistant Adjutant-General, Army of New Mexico

************************************************************************

The “Blue Gray Gazette” is the official copyrighted publication of the Blue Gray 
Skirmish Assn.  © 2009 
Editor in Chief.


   Terry McGill   Sgt. Co. F 1st Cherokee Mounted Rifles

Graphic Designer & Printers Devil
   Cathie Clark     Free Lance

Please submit articles, news, tidbits, bitches etc. to the editor at tmcgill@insdra.com for publication. 

Reminder to the Battalion!
Remember, the best potential recruits are our present and former members.  

Please urge your friends and comrades in arms to attend our skirmishes and to pay their 

dues on time.  Call up that fellow who has not been seen for a number of campaigns and 

offer them amnesty in exchange for their reenlistment at our new, ridiculously low, dues.  
     




















